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Mercier Gives Blessing
to People of Philadelphia

T give my blessing to all the
people of Dhiladelphin. 1T am not
ouly very pleased but astounded at
the reception given to me in this
cite.t

This was sajd today by Cardinal
Mereier before leaving  Archbishop
Dougherty’s  residence, 1723 Race
street, for his visit to Independence
Iall. The cardinal convesed hls
henediction  through Archbishop
Dougherty.

Cardinnl Mercier, the distinguished
telginn primote, wos agnin neclaimed
today by thousands of persons ns he
rode through the city on n wightseeing
tour that covered more thap four hours
and brought Lim in touch with Phila-
delphin’s polnts of historic and civie in-
Lerest,

He visited the Mayor's office, City
Hall, was deeply ioterested and fme-
pressed st Iodependence 1Tall, where he
touched  the | Liberty Ball, toured
through Fairmount Park and visited
several institutions.,  Then he went te
the University of Penosylvanin and saw
his first Ameriean footbnll gnme.

The eardinal’'s visits included those ty
St. Charles' seminary uat  Overbrook,
where he blessed the faculty and student
body, to  Villapova College, whers
Augustinin  priests aund stodents pald
liim  bomage, aod the University of
Pennsylvanin, where he was a luncheon
guest of Provost Smith.

in his brilliant robes of searlet, the

vervity of Louvain, toade un impoul:"l
picture in the beautiful grounds a
buildings of the Upiversity of Penfis @
sylvanin,

It was a splendid setting in the
Hell chnmber of the wvenernble edifice
soon after 10 o'clock this morning as
the cardionl, cloaked in the scarlet of
his raunk, stood wmweditating beside the
Rell.

His right hawd, the hand that had
penned blnsting denuyciations of Ger-
man cruelties, rested for a moment lovs
ingly on the cracked surfave of the now
silent herald of liberty.

“When I Jook at the Liberty Bell,"*
he enid, *‘mis mind goes back to the
beginning of this country a century and
u Lgll ugo, Nobody can help but ponder
umil be amazed at the nctivity of the
people of such a0 country which grew
so quickly,'”

| “*Symbol of Fraternal Spirvit"’

The cardinal paused o moment and
his gluvee rested on the bell's inserip-
Vi,

i “Liberty,'” be coutipued, *is the feel-

ing most déep in my country, This bell
to me hereafter will be the symbol of
the wpirit of fraternity which unites
my own little land to the grout republie
of Awmerica.'’

The Belginn primate was a  trifle
honrse us he spoke.  He eaunght a slight
colid laxt night while ridiog in an open
nutomabile from the Metropolitan Opera
House moss-mecting to the American
Legion rally st the Academy of Musie,

While in Indepondence Hall the car=
dinnl at the invitation of Mayor Smith,
sat in the chair John Honeock occupled
when the Declaration of ladependence
wis sigoned,

From the Declaration chamber he was
wscorted to the room where the Supreme
[ Court of the United Riates once sat and
where the first constitution of Pennsyl=
| yania was frumed.

Commenis on Modern Lights

I e stomd for o full minute before the
Wigh bur from which the early justices
had Jooked down,  His quick eyes noted
the shaded electric light thrown on ®
portrait, aud he commented on the pres-
enee of the modern light where ouly
cundles liad burned when this natiom
| wus youpg.

|+ It was in the Declaration chamber

Lthat the cardinul commented on  the L

| swiftuess of the Amerigans,

“Yes, your eminencer’’ replied Aveli=tiu

!1.;.1...,. Dougherty, “‘they are very swift,
The photographees took your pleture at
[12 o'clock and it will be published at
1 1:30 o'clock.”

| Cardinal Mercier smiled as he turned
| to the archbisbop,

| SEyven the elevators are swift," the

enrdinnl added, referring to o short buf S8

rapld axcension he mude to the second
floor of City Hall a short time pre=

| viously.

| Trip Made in Automobiles

The round of visiting began lhnl’ﬂ':”

|
| before 10 o'clock, when Cardinal Meps:
1

cier left Arvchbisbop Dougherty's resis =8
dence aceompanied by the officual coms .

| mittee, all in motorcars.

| The cardinal was o, brilljant figure i., L

| the bright sunshine us he stepped frois

covered partly by a seariet shulleap, S8

A long cloak of searlet hung freess

| his shiouldery nearly to kis heels. .
| et silk wae tied in o bow abont -
| neck und additional color was ndded b

u deep wash of the satbe color, g
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